
Pocasset Beach Improvement Association –  
Harbormaster Committee

Beach & Dinghy Dock Rules

Please post and share these rules with your family members, your  
guests and your renters for our mutual safety and enjoyment.

A) Beach /General:
1. There is no lifeguard on duty… ever. Swim (and use all PBIA facilities) at your own risk.

2. There is no boating inside the swimming area designated by the floats and ropes.

3.  There is no jumping from the railings on the Center Street pier. Though there is no regulation about climbing on 
the rocks supporting the pier, it is quite dangerous. Children have been badly hurt doing it and adults / babysitters 
should make every effort to discourage it.

4. Town law stipulates no dogs on the beach.

5.  There are trash barrels at the end of every street to help keep our beach area beautiful. Please encourage their use 
and, when others may forget, lead by example. Please - no glass on the beach; accidents happen and a painful trip 
to the E.R. is not a pleasant vacation memory.

6. Beach games are governed by the “rule of reasonableness.”

7.  Association by-laws indicate that no alcohol is allowed at the beach. To support a relaxing and family environment, 
your discretion is appreciated.

8.  By town regulation, a “no wake” zone exists from the beach to past the outermost moored boat. This is a critical 
safety issue for people aboard their boats and for swimmers. The town has and will continue to ticket violators. (For 
yachting novices, the wake is that foamy, white stuff behind your vessel when you move beyond about 1 - 2 mph.) 
This applies to approaching and departing the Richmond Rd. boat ramp, the Center Street pier / dock and the 
dinghy docks.

9.  Small craft (i.e. jet ski, sunfish, etc.) used during the day may be anchored away from the swimming area and 
without obstructing access to the boat ramp or dingy docks. They may not be left overnight and, in the past, the 
town has ticketed and removed violators.

10.  Boat tie ups at the Center Street pier are limited to 15 minutes. There is an ever increasing number of boats so your 
effort to keep loading / unloading times to a minimum and assisting other boaters with lines or, when necessary, 
rafting is a great courtesy.

11.  Parent and babysitters: warn your children that boats do not have brakes and cannot stop on a dime. Thus, 
hanging on the ropes near the docks and pier puts them at serious risk when boats are approaching. For safety 
reasons, NO CHILDREN on the dinghy docks.

PBIAPBIA

Po
ca

sse
t Beach Improvement Association

www.pbia.us

http://www.pbia.us


B) Dinghy Docks
1.  Slips are assigned by the Harbormaster Committee on an annual basis to Association members who have paid the 

required dues, annual dinghy dock fee, with those volunteers who participate in the repair, installation and removal 
getting priority.

2.  Slip selections will be confirmed following dock installation and payment of fee.

3. Size limits are 14 ft. and 25 h.p.

4.  All boats must be tied with bow and stern lines with lines of not less than 1/4” nylon. Don’t be shy about asking 
more experienced riggers for advice on the safest way to tie up your dinghy.

5.  The dinghy docks were built by association members for boat owners for the mooring of boats. They are only for the 
use of boat owners. They can be easily damaged and they are certainly not a safe play area. Imagine a child falling 
onto an outboard motor prop or oarlock, or down into a boat or caught between 2 boats or dock sections and you 
can see why NO CHILDREN are allowed to play on the dinghy docks.

6.  Non-members who are renting property in the Association may use a slip which has been paid for by the owner or 
may rent a slip on a space available basis.

7. Larger boats (12 -14 ft.) will be assigned to outside and end slips insofar as possible.

8.  Craft w/ minimal freeboard (i.e. Sunfish, etc.) have not been allowed to tie up a the dingy docks as they tended to 
damage the styrofoam floats. These floats have been replaced and if owners want to re-visit this regulation please 
bring it up at the next Association meeting.

9. Boats in outside slips should be tied to the dock stern first (bow outward.)

10.  Only one slip may be assigned to a member family. As extra slips are available, more than one may be issued to a 
member per the usual fee.

11.  Personal water craft (i.e. jet skis) are now allowed at the dinghy dock pending year end assessment of their wear 
and tear on the docks.

12.  Any questions or conflicts regarding the dinghy docks may be resolved with the liberal application of grog to the PBIA 
Harbormaster. Any dinghy found on the docks for which an annual fee has not been paid will be seized and auctioned 
off with the funds going to the PBIA Harbormaster Retirement Fund in the Virgin Islands.

C) Moorings and Outhauls
1.  Permission to place a boat mooring or outhaul is at the discretion of the Town of Bourne Harbormaster and is strictly 

regulated by town law. Boat owners are well advised to keep current with these regulations as to placement, weight 
and chain requirements, yearly permits and semi-annual inspections.
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